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The constitutional status of the professional self-government

The aim of this dissertation was to analyse the constitutional provision concerning
the professional self-government (art. 17 para. 1 of the Polish Constitution of 1997).

The dissertation comprises of: the introduction, nine chapters divided into subchapters
and smaller editorial units and the conclusion. The first chapter constitutes a theoretical
overview of the opinions of legal scholars regarding the constitutional principles of the self-
government in general. In the second chapter the specific features which allow to differentiate
between the professional self-government and the other types of self-government
were presented. The professional self-government as provided for inart. 17 para. 1 of the Polish
Constitution constitutes the core of the considerations. The third chapter contains an outline
of the origins of the professional self-government.

The fourth chapter contains a review of the solutions adopted for the professional self-
government in the former Polish Constitutions which remained in force up until 1997;
the review commences with the Polish Constitution of 17 March 1921 [Konstytucjamarcowa].
The legislative works on the Constitution which were carried out in the years 1989-1997, during
which the constitutional bases of the professional self-government were developed
and still continue to apply, constitute the focal point of the fifth chapter. The following
two issues were addressed: the path leading to the adoption of art. 17 para. 1 of the Polish
Constitution and the particular editorial structures of this provision in the context
of the legislative works on the Polish Constitution.

The subsequent chapters present the jurisprudence of the Polish Constitutional Tribunal
[Trybunat Konstytucyjny, TK] in which art. 17 para. 1 of the Polish Constitution was referred
to either as the standard of control of the constitutionality or in any other manner. In this part
of the dissertation, in separate chapters, the particular issues which jointly constitute
the constitutional norm on the professional self-government were discussed. As a result
of the analysis of the literature on the subject of the dissertation and the rulings of TK
the chapters which address the following issues were introduced: the statutory form

of establishment of the professional self-government, the professional self-government,



the profession of public trust and the functions of the professional self-government.
The chapters feature views of the Polish Constitutional Court regarding particular aspects
of the issues in question as well as general remarks, evolution of the particular views of TK
and critical remarks.

In the conclusion the main determinations resulting from the analysis were presented.



